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CALVIN’S INSTITUTES GIVEN—A 400 year old copy of the first: French edition of 
John Calvin’s Institutes has been given to the Presbyterian Church, U.S,, by the Reformed 
Church of France. The 1559 volume was presented recently to the Board of World Mis- 
sions by Curry B. Hearn, treasurer of the Board and by the Rev. Paul B. Freeland, secre- 
tary of the Department of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid. Pictured with Mr. 
Hearn, at left, and Mr. Freeland in the center, is Dr. Jas. A. Jones, chairman of the 
Board. The volume was given by the Reformed Church of France in expression of ap- 
preciation for relief funds and funds for rebuilding churches in France, which were 
provided through the Department of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid. Repre- 
sentatives of the French Church ,-esented the volume to Mr. Hearn December 14, when 
Mr. Hearn was returning from a recent trip to the Congo. By action of the Board of 
World Missions, this rare volume will be placed in the Historical Foundation at Montreat. 
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EDITORIAL 


Editorial Award Explanation 


Some readers of the Journal have expressed 
gratification at the recent top editorial award 
from the Freedoms Foundation of Valley Forge 
(See issue of Feb. 26th), but they have also 
misunderstood its significance. 


This top award was not limited to the field 
of religious journalism but was the top award 
for an editorial of the year, including all of 
the daily newspapers in America. All of the 
secondary awards went to newspaper editors. 


Not only did Dr. Bell receive the encased 
George Washington Honor Medal and a check 
for $1,000 but he was also presented with a 
21 jewel Hamilton watch made as a replica 
of George Washington’s watch. 


That this top award went to a Journal 
editorial is a cause for true thankfulness on 


our part. 
| —H.B.D. 


Christian Action and Coercion 


There is growing dissatisfaction with the 
Council on Christian Relations, Entirely too 
many of its recommendations come from 
sources outside our own church, particularly 
from the National Council of Churches. More 
and more frequently the Christian conscience 
of the individual finds itself subject to coercion 
on matters having to do with social matters. 


That a new office is now proposed (taking 
another minister from a pulpit) —‘‘Secretary of 
Christian Action’”—is cause for justified alarm 
for the underlying plan seems to be the infiltra- 
tion of the entire program of our church with 
a particular social concept. 


In considering the Council on Christian Re- 
lations, its program and its future usefulness to 
our church the following should be closely 
studied: 
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Its report to the 1957 General Assembly, 
FREEDOM THE CHRISTIAN CONCEPT, 
was filled with social, political and economic 
matters which the Standards of our Church for- 
bid the Church making authoritative state- 
ments upon. This report also brought forth 
many protests from individuals and_ sessions 
all over our Church, and a number of churches 
took action to cut off any more of their funds 
from going to the Board of Church. Extension 
until the Christian Relations Division is abol- 
ished. 


There are a number of facts which indicate 
that this Division has been set up in our Church 
in order that it might be a channel through 
which a number of outside organizations might 
bring their radical activities and programs into 
our Church through its reports to the General 
Assembly, and in this manner, use the prestige 
and influence of our General Assembly and 
Church to accomplish their objectives. 


Among these facts was the announcement 
two years ago that The Fund For The Repub- 
lic had given the Christian Relations Division 
$15,000 “for educational work in racial and 
cultural relations’ along the lines promoted 
by this tax-exempt foundation which has given 
over $1,000,000 to the NAACP and other race 
mixing organizations to accomplish their ob- 
jectives. Large sections of their reports are 
taken entirely from reports of the National 
Council of Churches and such organizations as 
the Anti-Defamation League. 


The Christian Relations Division had charge 
of this past years Church Extension Study Sea- 
son program on Christian Citizenship. They 
brought into our Church for this study a num- 
ber of books prepared under the Direction of 
the National Council of Churches, which was 
purely race mixing propaganda of the worst 
sort, written by some of the most radical cru- 
saders and extremists in America, many of 
them having been connected with communist 
front organizations. One of these books, Sense 
and Nonsense About Race, by Ethel J. Alpen- 
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fels states, “both man and ape have a commo 
ancestor millions of years back.” . 


This also brought forth many protests from. 


the members of the Church, and during the 
past several years numerous overtures have 
been sent to the General Assembly asking that 
the Christian Relations Division be curtailed 
in its activities, or else abolished completely. 


As a result of all these protests, it was stated 
in one of the church papers recently, that the 
General Council of the Church was going to 
recommend to the coming General Assembly, 
that the Division of Christian Relations be 
taken out of the Church Extension setup and 
made a permanent committee of the General 
Assembly, and that it will make its report di- 
rectly to the General Assembly on anything 
which this committee thinks pertains to Chris- 
tian relations. In addition there will be created 
a new agency in the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion which will be called “Christian Action,’ 
with a full time Secretary who “shall aid and 
assist the various divisions of the Board of 
Christian Education in building the ideals of 
Christian living set forth in the Bible and 
included in the standards of the Church as 
interpreted by the General Assembly, into an 
educational program of the Church.” 


Instead of being an improvement this new 
proposed setup is much worse than the present 
one. As it is now, the Christian Relations Divi- 
sion makes their report to the General Assem- 
bly, and the Assembly generally approves it. 
It is sent down to the Church for study, and 
usually it is ignored or criticized by the mem- 
bers of the Church. However, under this new 
proposal, after the General Assembly approves 
these reports, they are to be put into the life 
and work of our Church by the Secretary of 
Christian Action through the Sunday School 
literature, Men’s, Women’s and Young People’s 
programs. 

We can be assured that the goals of this 
set-up through this “Christian Action” program 
will be the same as similar Committees which 
are already established in other denominations, 
so let’s look at what they are doing in order 
to see what we will have, if such a set-up is 
approved in our Church. 


The Christian Social Relations Activities for 
1958 in the Women’s Work of the Methodist 
Church are stated as follows: 

“The Women’s Division has taken action on 
the twelve issues listed below, which are of 


_ Major importance at the present time. This list 


may serve as a handy reference guide or as the 
basis to study programs. Every Methodist woman 
will want to give some thought to the issues 
on which her organization already has acted.” 


The 12 issues which the women of the Meth- 
odist Church are to study during the present 
year are then listed as follows: Support of the 
United Nations, Technical Assistance, World 
Trade, Refugees and Immigration, Senate Rule 
Limiting Debate, The Bricker Amendment, 
Public Housing, Alcohol, Limitation of Nuclear 
Tests and Disarmament, Universal Military 
Training, Federal Aid to Education and Civil 
Rights Program. Under each heading are listed 
views and suggested programs, all of which are 
believed, by the majority of our citizens, to be 
those which are destroying our democratic way 
of life and bringing about a socialistic state and 
government. 


The Northern Presbyterian Church has a 
“Social Education and Action Department” 
which has also brought the same type issues, 
listed above for the Women of the Methodist 
Church, into the Northern Presbyterian 
Church. However it was a real shock to the 
general public when it was publicized that this 
Department, about a year ago, used Church 
funds to pay the $10,000 fine of the Sumter, 
S. C. branch of the NAACP which had been 
sued for libel, on the grounds that one of 
its 11 officials was a Negro Presbyterian min- 
ister. 


We are convinced that the overwhelming 
majority of the members of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church do not want such _ issues 
brought into the life and programs of our 
Church. We believe that it is clearly forbidden 
by the Standards of Our Church. We also 
believe that it would be unwise to put such a 
liability upon the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion or any other Board of our Church, which 
has caused so much trouble for, and damage 
to, our Board of Church Extension. 


The General Assembly should abolish or 
greatly curtail the activities of the Division on 
Christian Relations before it does irreparable 
harm to the harmony and the program of our 
church. When the source material and the con-- 
templated activities of this Division are fully 
known across the church there will be a re- 
action against it which can set back the entire 


program of the church. 
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Leadership in the Church 


With the centralizing process now going on 
in the Church theré seems to be coming to the 
fore a leadership concept. Now this can prove 
a stimulus to greater activity, but it needs to 
be guarded against dangers to which it has 
sometimes led. The memory is very short 
which forgets Duce and Der Fuehrer who 
placed their personal leadership above every 
law of God and’ every right of man. In Jesus’ 
day, governors taxed citizens to the limit and 
used a part of their ill-gotten wealth to erect 
baths or bridges: or circuses that they might 
enjoy the title of benefactor. 


There are obligations we owe to those in 
high places in the Church. We are commanded 
not to speak ill of the leader of our people. 
We must crush out that green-eyed monster 
of jealousy and rejoice that our indulgent 
heavenly Father has bestowed rich gifts and 
high honors upon these our brethren. Let 
us generously recognize their talents and places. 
Again, we are to pray for them lest their high 
position be made occasion by Satan to bring 
about their downfall. Pray for all men, especial- 
ly for all in authority and all who carry heavy 
burdens of responsibility. 


Moreover, it is proper that we support them 
as far as we conscientiously can, even following 
their lead when we are not sure of the wisdom 
of every detail. We are to follow them as 
they lead us in the things of Christ. By the 
inspiration of their: words and programs, we 
may be able to:do more for our Saviour in 
this our day and.generation. 


On the other hand, there are some things 
we have a right:to expect of those who would 
lead in the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. The first is that these gifted brethren 
recognize that we are a constitutional Church, 
and avoid the temptation to place themselves 
and their leadership above our Constitution. 
If a leader calls me to obey his committal 
which is contrary to the commandment of God, 
I must obey God rather than man. In the 
light of our constitution, may we not properly 
ask that our leaders strenuously seek to main- 
tain for even the humblest brother every right 
which is his under our Constitution? Shall 
we show every leniency for the highly placed 
minister, and disregard the protections in the 
Book of Discipline provided in the case of the 
brothers of smaller talents and places? 


Again, those things which are questionable 
in the business world ought to be scrupulously 
avoided in the Church. And may we ask those 
elevated to leadership to give proper considera- 
tion to the point of view and reasonable rep- 
resentation to that half of the Church which 
voted against union and women elders? 
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_ Finally, we call upon each leader constantly 
to examine himself lest he or his program come 
between the sheep and the Word of their Good 
Shepherd. The sheep hear His Voice and the 
voice of a stranger will they not hear. Only as 
our leaders echo the Voice of the Good Shep. 
herd, only as they lead in the spirit of the 
Chief Shepherd, only as they are instruments 
of the Great Shepherd of the sheep are they 
blessings to the flock. Only so do the sheep 
follow them. | 
—W.C.R. 


_God’s Program of Peace: 
The God of Peace 


There are three little words often used in 
the Bible — three very precious words: Love; 
Hope; Peace. The last one is used very much in 


these days: men are trying to formulate a 


“Program of Peace”. 
God has His Program of Peace! 


I. It is a Very Costly Program. | 


Our program which we hope will bring peace 
is a costly one; we are spending billions of 
dollars each vear. 


God’s Program is far more costly, for it cost 
the sufferings and death of the Son of God: He 
is our peace; so making peace, by the cross 
of Calvary. 


Two barriers which blocked peace: one is 
sin; the other is the sinner. He takes away sin. 
He was made sin for us Who knew no sin. — 
He is the Lamb of God Who takes away sin. ff 
He draws the sinner: I, if I be lifted up from [| 
the earth, will draw all men unto me. The 
magnetism of fesus Christ is the magnetism 
of His death. | 


II. God’s Program is a Personal Program: He 
deals with the heart of man, with the source 
of all hatred and strife and war. 


Peace, perfect peace, comes into our hearts 
when Christ comes in. Being justified by grace 
through faith we have peace. In the midst of 
all our troubles we have peace: my peace I [ 
give unto you. We have peace in believing. } 
Here is the cure for troubled hearts. | 


III. God’s Program is World-wide in Scope: 


Our Redeemer is the Prince of Peace. When 
He comes to reign and rule there will be Peace 
on earth. This time will come; every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
The Crowning Day is coming by and by. 


God’s Program for Peace is: Christ on the 
Cross; Christ in the Heart; Christ on the Throne. 
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“A Thought for the Week” 


Success 


What constitutes genuine success? 


Webster interprets this word as “that pros- 
perous and favorable termination of any under- 
taking, or enterprise,” and again, “the attain- 
ment of any set objective” . .. Mankind com- 
monly regards and measures human _ success 
in terms of these definitions. 


And so does God! Man’s chief end is “to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.” Suc- 
cessful living lies in the realization of that 
for which we were created. What have we 
made our goal? 


Are we merely living, or are we building a 
life? Are our vocations an end, or a means 
to an end? Have we set an objective toward 


_ filling a need, or are we drifting and riding a 


tide of circumstance? Have circumstances made 
us, or have we consciously contributed to the 
molding of circumstances? 2 


Have we struck a balance in the Book of 
Life in profits and losses in the spiritual realm, 
or are we seeking first material treasures which 
rust and decay? Have we appraised our invest- 
ment? Have we considered the words of Jesus 
(Mark 8:36-37) .. . “For what shall it profit 
a man if he shall gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul?” 


High or low, rich or impoverished, famous 
or obscure, doctor or lawyer or banker or 
priest, it matters not which, success can be 
the personal attainment of anyone who honest- 
ly and humbly and sincerely seeks to build a life 
to the glory of God. ; | 


And herein human failure becomes eternal 
SUCCESS. —R.L.C. 


The Brother’s Heart Before 
the Bishop’s Hand 


He Who was in the form of God took the 
form of a servant. He was among us as Him 
that serveth. Even the Son of Man came not 
to be ministered unto but to minister. Those 
who wept had His blessing of comfort to 
bind up their broken hearts. Those destitute 
of spiritual sufficiency received His beatitude 
assuring them that theirs was the kingdom of 
heaven. The common people heard Him glad- 


ly, and the lost sheep of the house of Israel 


gathered about Him. They wondered at the 


MARCH 5, 1958 


gracious words which fell from His lips as He 
went about doing good. To many neglected 
by others He was the Wonderful Counsellor. 


Were He in authority in a current Commis- 
sion on the Minister and its Work or Execu- 
tive Secretary of a Presbytery the elders in the 
weak church would feel His brother heart be- 
fore they felt his episcopal hand. Indeed, 
though He would speak today as He did then 
with authority, it would be the authority of 
His love so that His yoke would be easy and 
His burden light. And as the worried churches 
came to Him they would find rest for their 
souls. If any man would come after Him, let 
him deny himself, take up his cross and follow 
Him in this His brother-heart. 

—W.C.R. 


Knox’s Baptismal Service 


An interesting feature in Dunlap’s Collection 
of Confessions of Faith is the BOOK OF COM- 
MON ORDER, published in Geneva, February 
10, 1556, and thereafter prefixed to the metrical 
version of the Psalms and used in the Kirk of 
Scotland. This was drawn up for the English 
Kirk in Geneva of which Knox was pastor and 
was approved by his friend John Calvin. It 
begins by recounting the recent history and 
current situation of the Church in England — 
for at that time Knox thought himself as much 
an Englishman as a Scotsman. There are two 
questions asked of the parents and a rather 
full exposition of each thereafter by the min- 
ister: 


“Do ye here present this Child to be baptized, 
earnestly desiring that he may be engrafted 
into the mystical body of Jesus Christ?” 


In the exposition of their affirmative answer 
the minister shows that God has made us His 
own by adoption and receives with us our chil- 
dren in the covenant of grace, that they also 


may have remission of sins in the blood of 


Christ, that like as water does outwardly wash 
away the filth of the body, so inwardly does 
Christ’s blood purge our souls. 


“Finally, to the intent that we may be 
assured that you, the Father and the Surety, 
consent to the performance hereof, declare 
before God and in the face of this congre- 
gation, the sum of the faith wherein ye 
believe and will instruct this child.” 


Then the Father or in his absence the God- 
father shall rehearse the articles of his faith, 
that is, shall repeat the Apostles’ Creed. Fol- 
lowing this the minister gives an exposition 
of the meaning of the Creed following the four- 
fold division of it in Calvin’s Institutes. Inci- 
dentally, Knox also provides for the use of the 
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Creed by the congregation in unison at the 
conclusion of the prayer after the sermon. At 


the close of the prayer after the exposition of 


the Creed and just before the actual baptism 
those present unite in the Lord’s Prayer. Thus 


the infant is baptized in an atmosphere of 


Christian faith and prayer. He is baptized on 
the basis of the promises of salvation, as a 
child of the covenant, in the Name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
—W.C.R. 


The Kirk Session in 


Geneva Revived 


John Knox arrived in Geneva in 1554 after 
leaving Frankfort and was settled as minister 
of the English congregation there in 1556. Here 
he organized the first Kirk Session on the 18th 
of September, 1556. With funds contributed 
by Presbyterian and Reformed Churches over 
the world, the John Knox Chapel opposite 
(Calvin’s) St. Pierre’s Cathedral has been re- 
stored as a place of worship and a center for 
the work of the Pan-Presbyterian Alliance. Rev. 
Niall D. Watson of Glasgow is now the minister 
of this congregation. 


On September 27, 1957, the Kirk reorganized, 
with the minister, Mr. Arnold W. Fraser of 
the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and Mr. 
Robert Clark, World Health Organization, for- 
merly of Signal Mountain, Tennessee, of our 


Church, as the Session. 
—W.C.R. 


Spiritual and Satanic Unions 
Swirled About Paul, 


Missionary Catalyst 
By George S. Lauderdale 


Agabus, a prophet in the early church, warned 
Paul not to go to Rome by taking the apostle’s 
belt and tying up with it his own hands and 
feet: ““Thus saith the Holy Ghost, so shall the 
Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owneth 
this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands 
of the Gentiles.” Acts 21:11. The strange pre- 
diction proved true. 


Ordinarily the Jews despised the Gentiles 
but Jew and Gentile would collaborate to end 
the preaching career of Paul! In this way Paul 
learned of the suffering of Christ Who was 
falsely accused by the Jews and delivered by 
them after shameful handling to the Roman 
judge Pilate and his soldiers for crucifixion. 


TRUE UNITY 


Paul had preached to both Jew and Gentile, 
had prayed for both, had written letters to 
encourage everybody to receive Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Saviour! He owned his nationality: 
“For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abra- 
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ham, of the tribe of Benjamin” (Romans 11:1). 
and with others took Jewish vows to God FF 
without denying his loyalty to Jesus. Acts 18:18. 
21:26. 


God had called this Jew to preach to the 
Gentiles, and he had faithfully obeyed. “I speak 
to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle 
to the Gentiles, I magnify mine office.” Romans 
11:13. See Acts 21:19; 22:21.. The Jews and 
Gentiles who listened to Paul and received Jesus 
Christ found a glorious unity in the church, 
the sins of all being removed by the blood of 
Christ. “There is one body, and one Spirit, 
even as ye are called in one hope of your call. 


9? 


ing.” Ephesians 4:4. 


WATCH OUT! 


The Jews and Gentiles who combined forces 
to arrest Paul were not united in the blessed 
Spirit and bonds of love as were the Christian 
congregations established by the apostle: they 
were united at Jerusalem against God’s servant 
by Satan! Paul, the minister of the gospel of 
peace and mighty proponent of absolute equal. 
ity of believers in Christ, was bound, ironically, 
by Jews and Gentiles joined in blind ignorance 
of Christ. 


God overruled this combination of sinners 
for His glory for in the highest courts of Jews 
and Gentiles at Jerusalem and Rome, before 
the Sanhedrin and the emperor, Paul preached 
the gospel as a prisoner. He Who sits in the 
heavens will ever laugh when the kings of 
the earth set themselves and take _ counsel 
against the Lord and His anointed, Jesus Christ. 
Psalm 2:2-4. Whose side are you on? 


We do well to beware many unions because 


Satan still draws the religious together that they 
might bind those who, like Paul, would declare 
salvation through Christ to the whole world. 


Red Springs, N. C. 
February 19, 1958 


The Editor 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Sir: 


A resolution passed by the Trustees of Flora 
Macdonald College on February 12 states that 
legal action taken by myself and three fellow 
Board Members is, “damaging not only to 
Flora Macdonald but the entire program of 
higher education of the Synod of North Caro- 
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NAL 


lina.” It further states that our action is con- 
trary to the expressed will of the controlling 
Presbyteries and Synod. 


We do not agree. We believe that such legal 
action was necessary in view of our responsi- 
bility as Trustees of the College and our posi- 
tion will be upheld by a review of the actions 
and events of the past three years as shown 


below. 


1. Beginning with the adoption by Synod 
July 12-14, 1955, of the report of its Commit- 
tee on Higher Education which included among 
its recommendations, “that the Synod of North 
Carolina establish in the eastern section of the 
State a four-year coeducational college through 
the merger and consolidation of Flora Mac- 
donald College, Peace College and Presbyterian 
Junior College’: 


2. Followed by the resolution of Fayetteville 
Presbytery on July 26, “that the Trustees of 
Flora Macdonald College . . . take all steps 
necessary . . . to merge or consolidate .. . 
with Peace College, and Presbyterian Junior 
College . . . into a single corporation which 
shall establish and maintain a four-year co- 
educational college in the eastern section of 
North Carolina...” Wilmington and Orange 
Presbyteries also passed similar resolutions; 


3. SuBsequently, Synod reaffirmed its desire 
and intent to consolidate or merge the three 
schools into one, to be located at Laurinburg, 
in votes on motions at the 1956 and 1957 meet- 
ings of Synod. 


4. The First Presbyterian Church of Raleigh 
voted recently to maintain Peace College in 
Raleigh. And since the preponderance of legal 
opinion is that the First Church holds legal 
title to Peace College Property this action took 
priority over all other actions. 


5. The Peace Board of Trustees entered into 
an agreement of consolidation with the Con- 
solidated College Board with definite reserva- 
tions on December 13, 1957. Chief among these 
reservations was one that provided that Peace 
College shall continue operation in Raleigh. 


From a legal point of view, Peace’s stated 
intention to continue operation in Raleigh pre- 
cludes further action toward consolidation un- 
der the directive of Synod. Any further action 
by the Trustees of the other two institutions 
is not only meaningless but also serves to 
deepen the confusion which now exists about 
the future of the two schools. 


As a Trustee I am obligated to act in what 
I feel to be the best interest of Flora Macdonald 
College. Since the events and developments out- 
lined above have brought the efforts toward 
consolidation to an impasse, common sense dic- 
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tates that a reappraisal of the situation should 
be made. Such an examination would reveal 
several promising developments on which a new 
course can be charted. A course which would 
be much more desirable than that which has 
led to the present situation. 


Recently, Flora Macdonald College received 
an offer of financial assistance from the Scottish 
College Foundation which would supply annu- 
ally twice the funds being contributed by Synod 
for a five year period and provide at least 
one-half million dollars for endowment at the 
end of that time. If that offer were accepted, 
FMC would have approximately $100,000.00 


annually in addition to tuitional income. At 


the end of the five years its endowment would 
be well over a million dollars. 


The retention of Peace and Flora Macdonald 


‘would be in keeping with the effort to provide 


more opportunity for college attendance to 
meet the large increase in student population 
which confronts our colleges, beginning in 1960- 
61. There is no reason why the Presbyterian 
Church should not proceed with its effort to 
establish a new four-year coeducational college. 
It will be needed. Effort in that direction would 
receive far more financial support than the 
Consolidated College has received since it~ 
would not involve the destruction of two insti- 
tutions which have served a splendid purpose 
and are loved and cherished by many who have 
refused to have a part in their disestablish- 
ment. 


Very truly. yours, 


C. T. Johnson, Sr., M. D. 
Member of Board of Trustees 
of Flora Macdonald College 


P. S. Please publish in your paper. 


January 4, 1958 
Dear Sirs: 


The November 6, 1957 issue of the Journal 
arrived yesterday. Your articles have been im- 
proving steadily, but the discussion “Academic 
Excellence Versus Spiritual Excellence” by Wm. 
E. Hill, Jr., is one of the most practical sug- 


gestions submitted (at least to my attention) 


in many years. I agree totally with the idea 
of creating church primary and_ secondary 
schools as means of evangelization as well as 
academic instruction. Examples of success in 
this type of movement abound. Will pray toward 
greater understanding and seek His will. 


Most cordially, . 


Charles Ross 

A. P. C. M., Kasha 
Luputa, Congo Belge 
Africa 
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Your Permanent Committee on Christianity 
and Health was instructed to continue work 
on the assignment received from the 1956 Gen- 
eral Assembly. This assignment specified that 
this committee “meet at least once each year 
and (be) charged with the responsibility of 
keeping this important area of our mission 
as a Church before our membership, and of 
providing positive help by encouraging the pub- 
lication of . . . reviews of books and articles 
on this subject, the setting up of local and 
area groups and conferences which would have 
the subject as their concern, the encouraging 
of cooperation between clergy and physicians, 
and/or any other things which may seem to 
them appropriate.” 


The Committee on Christianity and Health 
held two meetings during the past year. The 
first was held in Gaither Hall, Montreat, North 
Carolina, July 1 and the second at the Presby- 
terian Center in Atlanta, Georgia, on Novem- 
ber 18. Both meetings were well attended. 


The morning of the first of these meetings 
was devoted to setting up some long range ob- 
jectives for the Committee. One of these ob- 
jectives to which the Committee gave a high 
priority rating was the encouragement of closer 
cooperation between clergy and physicians. An 
invitation from the Committee on Men’s Work 
was then read requesting our Committee to 
sponsor an interest group for doctors and min- 
isters at the Miami Men’s Convention, October 
10-13, 1957. It was voted to accept their invi- 
tation and the remainder of the day was spent 
making plans for this program. 


The program was presented in Miami on 
October 12 in the form of a panel discussion, 
and was attended by 91 ministers and doctors. 
The hope was there expressed that each person 
present would initiate efforts in his own com- 
munity or church looking forward to improved 
doctor-minister cooperation, and that thus we 
might help to spark a movement in which the 
resources of medicine and religion might be 
offered in a combined ministry under God to 
the sick. (A copy of the program for this meet- 
ing is included herewith.) 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

OUR YOUTH. 


Louis C. LAMOTTE. PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 


REPORT OF General Assembly’s 
Permanent Committee on Christianity and Health 


Panel Discussion for Doctors and Ministers 


Miami Men’s Conference 
Saturday, October 12, 1957 
9:00 - 10:30 A.M. 


Theme: The Physician, the Pastor, the Patient 
and God. 


Purpose: ‘To consider the doctor’s Christian 
faith as related to his practice of medicine, and 
ways of cooperation between doctor and min- 
ister in meeting the needs of the patient. The 
following diagram will make clear the relation- 
ships to be explored: 


Subject: The Doctor’s Calling As Related 
to God, the Minister and the Patient. 


GOD 
DOCTOR MINISTER 
PATIENT 
Program: Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Jr., Presiding. 


First Talk by a Physician: “Doctor and Min- 
ister Relationships” by Dr. W. T. Thompson, 
Jr., Chief, Medical Service, McGuire Veterans 
Hospital, Richmond, Virginia. 


Second Talk by a Minister: “Medicine and 
Theology: Cooperative Specializations” by Dr. 
Thomas McDill, Professor of Pastoral Theology, 
Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Georgia. 


Panel Discussion, followed by General Dis- 
cussion: 


Panel Members: 


Dr. W. T. Thompson, Jr. (MD) Richmond, Va. 
Dr. Thomas McDill, minister, Decatur, Ga. 
Dr. Charles Kraemer, minister, Richmond, Va. 
Dr. P. C. Elliott (MD) Nashville, Tenn. 

Dr. Joseph A. Norton (MD) Little Rock, Ark. 
Dr. W. A. Ward, minister, Richmond, Va. 


Concluding Remarks and Closing Prayer: 
Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Jr. 


The second Committee meeting was devoted 
to a consideration of ways by which the values 
of this effort at the Miami Men’s Conference 
might be conserved, and to the formulation of 
our report to the General Assembly summariz- 
ing our work on its assignment. 


Not the least of the values of this Miami pro- 
gram was that it gave a better sense of direction 
to your Committee. During the next year we 
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hope to devise some specific plans for encour- 
aging doctor-minister conversations at the com- 
munity and/or church level throughout our 
General Assembly. In doing this we will draw 
not only upon the experience gained in Miami, 
but also upon the results of the local and smaller 


meetings which we are sponsoring during the 


year. 


In view of our agreement upon the objective 
to encourage closer cooperation between doctors 
and ministers, the need was felt for a statement 
of the relationship between medical science and 
the Christian faith which such cooperation pre- 
supposes. I’o be sure, Christian doctors believe 
there is some connection between their religion 


and their daily work. Yet few have tried to 


articulate this relationship. This needs to be 
done for the doctor in order that he may have 
a greater sense of Christian vocation in his 
medical practice. It needs to be done for the 
benefit of the doctor and the minister in order 
to clarify such theoretical basis for closer col- 
laboration as may exist. It needs to be done 
for some of our church members who, having 
been misled by the teachings of extremist faith 
healers, mistakenly believe that the way of com- 
plete dependence on prayer and faith for heal- 
ing must be set over against dependence upon 
medical procedures and regarded as the way of 
spiritual maturity. Therefore, we are including 
in our report a paper which undertakes to meet 
these needs by means of a constructive Christian 
approach. (This paper is of composite author- 


ship, having been put in its final form by an 


executive sub-committee consisting of Dr. 
Thomas H. McDill, Dr. Allison Williams, Dr. 
Lila Bonner Miller, and Dr. Wade H. Boggs, 


Jr.) 
Healing From God Through Men 


1. All Healing is of God 


An affirmation basic to our Christian faith 


is that all healing is the work of God. Even 


though the work of God is not acknowledged, 
it is still true that God alone is Creator of 
the forces within man which make for healing. 


_A major presupposition of this faith is that 
anyone who cooperates with the process of heal- 
ing is cooperating with the work of God. Failure 
to acknowledge this’is to attribute the work of 
God to something or someone other than God. 


At the same time, acknowledgement that work 
of healing is work in cooperation with God will 
make the individual a more capable person in 
the work of healing. 


Further, when we affirm that all healing is of 
God, this is not to be construed to mean sick- 
ness and death are outside the will of God. The 
Bible is quite clear that there are redemptive 
factors in suffering, and that for the Christian, 
death will be swallowed up in victory. This 
being true, the Christian must learn to seek good 
in suffering while healing is taking place. It 
follows that the failure of all efforts to accom- 
plish physical healing does not necessarily indi- 
cate a lack of Christian faith. 


A second major presupposition is derived from 
the biblical view of man as a unified whole. 
Though man may experience conflict within 
himself, he is still one. Therefore, cooperation 
with the healing process must be a ministry to 
the whole person. Special treatment of some 
part of the being may be quite necessary. For 
example, the direct concern may be the fracture 
of a limb, but though injury is sustained to 
the bone which is fractured, the whole being 
of the person suffers in pain, is distressed by 


inconvenience, is made anxious by complica- 


tions, and the mental and spiritual attitudes of 
the patient will affect for weal or woe the heal- 
ing process itself. Understanding cooperation 
between the persons in different professions who 
minister to the patient can help the patient 


achieve a mental and spiritual outlook con- 


ducive to recovery. On the other hand, con- 
flict between such persons will lessen their ef- 
fectiveness, in relation to the injured person. 


Because we hold that all healing is of God, 
and that man is a unit, we believe in the neces- 


sity of those engaged in healing to work to- 


gether as they endeavor to fulfill the responsi- 
bilities of their vocations. 


2. God Heals Through the Medical Team 


God has worked for the healing of the sick 
through physicians, medical scientists, nurses, 
technicians and other members of the medical 
team in-a more marvelous way in this century 
than ever before. Scientific medicine is merely 
the application of God-given intelligence to 
reinforcing and supplementing the natural 
(God-created) healing processes. 


KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian ... Co-educational ... Founded 1867 
Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (8) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. 
Sead, room, and tuition, $895.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


of Scholarships: 
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By way of illustration, recall the great group 
of antibiotics popularly known as “miracle 
drugs.” It would not be incorrect to say that 
a miracle from God occurs as a raging infection 
is treated by penicillin. When little children 
are saved from tuberculosis meningitis by the 
use of izoniazid, or when they are spared perma- 
nent disability through the polio vaccine, one 
can only bow and thank God. The same may 
be said with reference to the healing power of 
the cortisone family of drugs. Christian doctors 
who prescribe these drugs and their patients 
who receive benefit from them are grateful to 
God for their discovery and availability, and 
feel constrained to exclaim, ‘““What wonders hath 
God wrought!” 


Recall also the tremendous advances in surgical 
techniques and knowledge. Many tuberculosis 
patients discover the healing power of God when 
diseased areas are removed by a skilled surgeon. 
At a recent annual meeting of the Georgia Can- 
cer Society in Atlanta’s Biltmore Hotel, the 
chairman asked all who were well as a result 
of surgical removal of cancer to stand. Over 
500 people stood up. Included in this group 
were many with new internal connections, some 
who were wearing parts of new faces, and many 
whose cancers had been destroyed by exact 
dosages of powerful and deadly rays. It seemed 
altogether appropriate when these recovered pa- 
tients publicly expressed thanks to God for His 
work through dedicated men who had disci- 
plined and trained themselves to be channels 
of His healing power. 


One of the most important advances in the 
treatment of sickness is the development of 
modern psychosomatic medicine. This has now 
made it mandatory that every approach to the 
problem of health take into consideration the 
delicate interaction between the realms of the 
physical, emotional and mental. Not only is 


medical science now concerned to study the 


patient’s body, but also his home environment, 
his vocational adjustments, his purposes in life. 
Even mental illness is regarded as a challenge 
to medical science as well as to psychiatry, for 
without taking mental health into consideration, 
no embracing definition of health is possible. 


This development of psychosomatics alters the 
doctor’s approach to the patient. It has made 
it plain that mechanical diagnostic equipment 
cannot be solely relied upon. In addition the 
physician will also study the whole patient, per- 
haps asking such questions as, “What is your 
work? How long have you been doing it? How 
do you like it? Have you attained the dreams 
you had ten years ago? Are you married? Do 
you have a family? Do you have a mother-in- 
law?” (Dicks, . L., God and Health, p.6) In 
spite of the fact that such questions may seem 
strangely personal coming from a doctor, he will 
nevertheless ask them, if he suspects that there 
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are problems in these areas productive of stress, 
for he now understands stress to be an important 


- component of a variety of physical disorders. 


The development of psychosomatics in brief 
means that medical science has now re-defined 
its boundaries in such a way as to overlap a 
broad area that once was regarded as the special 
province of religion. This change points to 
the feasibility and advisability of a joint effort 
on the part of physicians and ministers to dis- 
cover how they may best combine their efforts 
in tending the total needs of the patient. 


3. God Heals Through the Work of 
Christian Ministers 


The Christian doctrine of man which under- 
stands people to be unified wholes reminds the — 
minister initially that persons in his congrega- 
tion over whom he has shepherding care are 
not divisible units of mind, soul and body. He 
is therefore aware that emotional disturbance 
prompts physical reaction and that physical dis- 
order can upset spiritual serenity. He _ sees 
“health” as a dynamic relation of factors which 
together produce wholeness. 


The minister readily accepts the basic truth 
that all healing comes from God whether the 
cure follows the employment of wonder drugs, 
or whether it follows the probing of the mind 
by a psychiatrist, or whether it follows his own 
ministrations of prayer and counseling. The 
minister sees God working through all of these 
avenues. with no closed circuits apart from Him. 


Moreover, the Christian minister understands 
that there are diversities of gifts by the same 
Spirit, and that God calls each individual to 
render service to other members of the Body 
of Christ in line with his own aptitudes and 
training. Therefore, the members of the medi- 
cal team are “called of God” in just as real a 
sense and in the same ways as are persons who 
devote themselves to various kinds of church 
work. 


As the minister recognizes the God-created 
wholeness of each person, he comes to see him- 
self as co-worker with those of the medical and 
sister professions which concern themselves with 
health in its full sense. He sees God working 
through the marvels of medical science and 
through the devoted efforts of nurses and doc- 
tors. The minister recognizes that his own 
ministrations may facilitate the task of the phy- 
sician, and that the work and techniques of 
the physician may contribute to the spiritual 
well-being of the person who is ill. Healing 
is therefore seen as the proper use of all God- 
given measures by a number of persons in 
diverse walks of life, to the end that the sick 
be restored to God-given wholeness. 


4. God Heals Through the Christian Fellowship 


More and more the truth is being brought 
home to us that those who are sick in body 
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or in spirit are never really made whole until 
they find their rightful place in that redemptive 
fellowship which Scripture calls the Body of 
Christ. To lead people to find this place re- 
quires patient and abundant love, knowledge of 
human needs, and discernment of hidden fears 
and motives. 

We can have such healing fellowships only 
in proportion as we build a true Christian 
brotherhood, in which each has a concern for 
the other, in which the strong bear the bur- 
dens of the weak, in which each is accepted as 
a member of the Body, in which each is enabled 
to find service outlets to suit his peculiar 
abilities, and in which each is enabled to grow 
toward Christian maturity. 


We can have such healing fellowships only 
in proportion as forgiveness is practiced by the 
members of our churches, as ideas of retaliating 
injuries are replaced by good will, as grudges 
are surrendered, as prejudices are overcome, 
as fears are conquered. In proportion as the 
Christian message of confession, repentance, 


justification and sanctification is heard and 
heeded, healing fellowships will result, and fer- 


tile causes of disease, such as loneliness, self- 
centeredness, rebellion, frustration, aimlessness, 
hate, fear and bitterness shall be removed. 


Thousands of people afflicted with alcohol- 
ism, having found their way to a cure, testify 
to the power of group support and therapy. 
The prognosis for the alcoholic who chooses 
to fight a lone battle is exceedingly poor. But 
by working together, helping one another, many 
have succeeded in escaping the bondage of 
strong drink. Back of the Alcoholics Anony- 


mous movement is a basically Christian philos- 


ophy of fellowship. The cure not only of 
alcoholism but also of numerous other sick- 
nesses waits upon the Church to give sufficient 
emphasis to this idea of Christian fellowship. 
In the whole realm of sickness and health there 
is no substitute for Christian compassion and 
understanding and the developing in the minds 
of those who are involved a sense of being loved 
and accepted and supported. 


Nor should members of individual congrega- 
tions fail to remember the responsibility and 
privilege of visiting the chronically ill and 
others who are confined by reason of infirmity 
or age. Such persons need the love and fellow- 
ship denied them because of their infirmity 
and without such visits they will find them- 
selves alone, neglected and forgotten. Such visi- 
tation can prove a blessing to the one who 
visits and to those who are the recipients of 
these ministrations in the name of and for the 
love of Christ. 


5. The Interrelatedness of All These Ways of 
Healing 


Already the careful reader will have discov- 
ered a considerable amount of interrelatedness 
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between the various sections of this paper. 
Wherever the basic Christian principle that all 
healing is of God is accepted, this overlapping 
is both inevitable and desirable. Specifically, 
four ways in which there are interrelationships 
between these approaches to health may be 
distinguished. 
a) The Body of Christ 


Ideally, the members of the medical team 
and of kindred professions understand them- 
selves to be members of the Body of Christ. 
According to Paul’s doctrine of the Church, 
all persons are called to be members of the 
same body (I Cor. 12:14ff) to be related to one 
another by love (I Cor. 13), to care for one 
another (I Cor. 12:25), and to cooperate with 
one another so that each part works together 
properly for the up-building of the Christian 
fellowship. (Eph. 4:11-16) All Christians, in- 
cluding the minister, are members of this fel- 
lowship and have a responsibility for its whole- 
some development and functioning. 


b) Christian Vocation 


All members of the Body of Christ must be 
challenged with the doctrine of Christian voca- 
tions. Each Christian should see his life’s work 
as a call of God to serve the “least of these our 
brethren” (Matt. 25:40b) in ways that will best 
utilize his abilities and training. So all of us, 
whether members of the medical fraternity or 
otherwise, have an obligation to make a proper 
response to God’s call to service. 


c) Love and Knowledge 


The Christian faith is not only concerned 
to develop virtuous dispositions in people, it 
is equally concerned that individual Christians 
“make every effort to supplement . . . virtue 
with knowledge.” (II Pet. 1:5) So the Chris- 
tian engaged in the work of healing should 
try to keep both parts of this dual concern 
in proper perspective. Compassion for the sick, 
essential though it be, is not enough for the 
minister and for the doctor. Compassion must 
be intelligently directed according to knowl- 
edge. Thus Paul prays that “love may abound 
more and more, with knowledge and all dis- 
cernment.” (Phil. 1:9) 


d) The Christian Doctrine of Man 


Now that the “machine age” in medical sci- 
ence is rapidly passing out of existence, and 
now that the psychological background of the 
patient is regarded as highly relevant to sick- 
ness and health, there is a change in the medical 
climate which brings the medical doctrine of 
man into close harmony with the Christian view 
of man. This shift away from studying the 
patient merely as a physiological mechanism to 
studying the whole patient including his social 
relations, his hopes and disappointments, as 
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well as his body, is a shift that points to the 
need for high level professional conversations 
by doctors and ministers as to how they may 
best cooperate in a combined service under God 
to the patient. 


Book Reviews, Articles and Courses: 


The following book reviews in the field of 
Christianity and Health have appeared over the 
signature of the chairman of your committee 
within recent months: 


1. The Healing Power of Health, by Will 
Oursler, Hawthorn Books, Inc., New York, 
1957. 366 pp. $4.95. (The review of this 
book appeared in “The Presbyterian Out- 
look,” November 11, 1957, p. 15.) 


2. Prayer Can Change Your Life, by William R. 
Parker and Elaine St. Johns Dare, Prentice- 
Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, N. J., 1957. 
278 pp. $3. 50 (The review of this book 
appeared in the Earnest Worker, November 
1957, pp. 24-25) 


3. Healing: Human and Divine, by Simon 
Doniger, Editor. Association Press: New 
York, 1957. 254 pp. $3.50. (The review 
of the book appeared in the April. 1958 
issue of the Earnest Worker.) 


In addition, Lila Bonner Miller, a practising 
physician who has shown a major interest in 
the treatment of alcoholics, and a member of 
our Committee on Christianity and Health, 
wrote an article for the December 1957 issue 
of the Earnest Worker, entitled “Can the Church 
Help Alcoholics?” (pp. 1-3) 


At the suggestion of our Committee, the 
Board of Women’s Work decided to include 
a course on “Christianity and Health” among 


RELIGIOUS 


LIBRARIES 


PURCHASED 


Baker Book House @ Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 
Dept. PJ 


WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 


An Exposition of the 
Westminster Confession 
By Gordon H. Clark 
Single Copies $2.00 
$15.00 per Dozen Postpaid 


Sent Free for One New Subscription to 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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its offerings during the Montreat Women’s Con- 
ference next July. Dr. Lila Bonner Miller, a 
member of our Committee on Christianity and 
Health, accepted their invitation to teach this 
course. 


The Day by Day devotionals for April 20-26, FF 
1958, submitted by the Chairman of the com. §— 
mittee, are concerned with various aspects of 
the subject “Christianity and Health.” These 
devotionals are entitled: “All Healing is From 
God,” “Faith and Good Health,” “Prayer and 
Good Health,” ‘Forgiveness and Good Health,” 
“Love and Good Health,” ‘“‘Medicine and the 


Christian Faith,” and “The Importance of 


Health.” 


A course on “Christianity and Health” was 
taught by your committee chairman at the 
Quadrennial Youth Conference in Lexington, 
Kentucky, December 28-31, 1957. Also a series 
of lectures by him on “The Bible and Healing” 
is scheduled for the Montreat Bible Conference, 
August 18-20, 1958. 


Respectfully submitted: 
Wade H. Boggs, Jr., Chairman 


Class of 1958 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell 
Dr. Thomas D. Sparrow 
Dr. William E. Knight 


Class of 1959 
Dr. Lila Bonner Miller 
The Reverend W. Priestley Conyers, III 
The Reverend Wade H. Boggs, Jr. 


Class of 1960 
The Reverend S. S. Wiley 
The Reverend Allison Williams 
The Reverend Thomas H. McDill 


| the only literature 
relate your church 
to its denomination 


Ou r Presbyterian Li terature 


published by the 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 


Developing the Full Capacity of Mind, 
Body and Soul. 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 23 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Church And World Evangelism 


Devotional Reading: Acts 8:26-35 


Background Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 13:1-3; Romans 1:14-18 


In spite of the explicit command of Christ to go into all the world and preach the gospel, the 


| _ disciples seemed reluctant and slow in preaching to anyone but Jews. It took the “whip of per- 


secution,” as Dr. Johnson used to tell us in the Seminary, to make them “go”: ‘Therefore they that 
were scattered abroad (by persecution, see Acts 8:1-4) went everywhere preaching the word. Philip, 
one of the newly chosen deacons, went down to the city of Samaria. Jesus had visited a city of 


Samaria, preaching to the woman at the well, 
and later to the people, and many believed on 
Him. (See John 4:1-42). Philip the Evangelist 
had great success with the Samaritans, “and 
there was great joy in that city.” When the 
apostles heard of it, they sent Peter and John 
down also, and the word was preached in many 
villages of the Samaritans. 


The angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, 
Arise, and go toward the south unto the way 
that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza. 
Here he met the eunuch of great authority under 
Candace, Queen of the Ethiopians, and preached 
unto him Jesus. He was converted and baptized 
and went on his way rejoicing, while Philip 
preached in other cities. This man from 
Ethiopia was already a Jewish proselyte, it seems, 
for he had been up to Jerusalem to worship. 
In reaching the Samaritans and this man, Philip, 
we. might say, was bridging the chasm which 
separated the Jew from the Gentile, for the 
Samaritans were a mixed race, and the eunuch 
was already a believer in the Jewish religion. | 


In chapter ten we have the “opening of the 
door” to the Gentiles, and Peter is chosen to 
do this. There was a very devout Roman cen- 
turion at Caesarea named Cornelius, a man of 
prayer and liberality. He is told by the Lord 
to send men to Joppa, and call for Simon Peter 
who would tell him what to do. God prepared 
Peter for the coming of these men by the vision 
from heaven. Peter goes back with them and 
preaches the gospel to them. There is a gracious 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. This has been 
aptly called, “The Gentile Pentecost.” Peter got 
into trouble with some of the brethren, but 
after he had fully explained everything they 
seemed satisfied, at least for a time. It is hard 
for us Gentiles to realize the character of the 
“middle wall of partition” which separated Jew 
and Gentile, and how difficult it was to break 
through that wall. The clear command of 
Christ ought to have opened the eyes of the 
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Jewish Christians and made them see that the 
gospel was for all the world. 


I. The Command of Jesus: Matthew 28:18-20. 


In these verses we have the Great Commission, 
or the Marching Orders of the Head of the 
Church, the Captain of our salvation, and the 
Commander-in-chief of the army of the Lord. 
“All power (authority) is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.” He has the right to 
issue orders and expect them to be obeyed. He 
is but exercising His rightful authority when 
He gives this command. 


It follows, “therefore,” that we are also given 
authority to carry the “Good News” to all the 
world. We are under His authority, but a cer- 
tain amount of authority is given us. To you, 
He said to the disciples, are given the keys to 
the kingdom of heaven. By faithful preaching 
we unlock, or lock, the door. The gospel is a 


_ savor of life unto life to those who will believe 


it, and a savor of death unto death to those 
who refuse to believe. Jesus Himself preached 
and some believed and some believed not. It 
would be the same way with the disciples. 


When God called Isaiah He told him very 
plainly that there were those who would turn 
deaf ears to his preaching. Christ has committed 
to His church the gospel and the church has 
the authority to go and preach and teach. Let 
all who criticize and belittle the church remem- 
ber that the church has been given authority 
by the Head of the church. We have our orders 
directly from our Commander. 


Let us notice this command more in detail. 
Just what is the church to do. 


1. Teach, or make disciples of, all nations. 
The church is to be composed of all who will 
accept the gospel. This great multitude in 
the seventh chapter of Revelation is composed 
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of saved people “of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues.” 


2. Baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. All 
three persons of the Godhead are recognized 
in baptism. 

3. Teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you. We come into 
the church as “babes in Christ.” We must 
grow, and in order to grow we must feed on 
the Word. Part of the business of the church 
is to build up Christians in their most holy 
faith. 


II. Sending out Barnabas and Saul: Acts 13:1-3. 

Antioch, instead of Jerusalem, became the 
center of missionary zeal. The Holy Spirit said 
to this church, Separate me Barnabas and Saul 
for the work whereunto I have called them. 
Next to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
the Day of Pentecost, the conversion of Saul 
of Tarsus was the most important event in the 
book of Acts. Not only did he (Saul) become 
the greatest missionary of all time, but the 
writer of a great part of the New ‘Testament. 
God had told him that he would send him 
to the Gentiles and show him how great things 
he must suffer. 


The time is now ripe for the starting of 
worldwide missionary work. Barnabas had spon- 
sored Saul when the brethren very naturally 
were afraid of him. He had been sent to Anti- 
och and went to Tarsus and brought Saul to 
the city. It was natural that these two friends 
should be chosen to go as the first missionaries. 
Notice the order is “Barnabas and Saul” but 
it soon became Saul and Barnabas or Paul and 
Barnabas, for Saul of Tarsus was “born to be 
a leader.” 


The Holy Spirit has a part in selecting and 
sending missionaries. The church also has a 
part. We see this plainly in these verses. No 
man is capable of being a true missionary unless 
he has been called by the Holy Spirit. I am 
afraid there have been those who have gone 
out as missionaries merely for the sake of 
adventure or novelty or love of the applause 
of men. 


The church has her part. The church set 
aside these men—ordained them, we would say 
—as missionaries with fasting and prayer and 
the laying on of hands. There does not seem 
to have been any provision for their support. 
As the church became better organized and 
stronger this would come as a matter of course. 
Our missionaries as a rule are backed by the 
church. There are the great “Faith Missions” 
like the China Inland Mission, but in most 
branches of the church we have a Board of 
World Missions or some similar “board” to 
see that our missionaries have financial support. 


PAGE 14 


III. Paul’s Declaration as a Christian. 
Romans 1:14-18. 


In this chapter Paul gives us a “Definition of 
a Christian” as one who is “called of Jesus 
Christ . . . beloved of God, called to be saints” 
and in these verses he gives his “Declaration 
as a Christian.’”’ Cain had said, after he mur- 
dered his brother, Am I my brother’s keeper? 
How different is this declaration of Paul, “I 
am debtor.” Paul takes the noble position, 
I am my brother’s keeper. I have something 
very precious and very powerful which my 
brother does not have; the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. I owe every man, Greek or barbarian, 


wise or unwise, a debt. I am ready, as much ff 


as in me is, to preach that gospel to him. | 
must tell him the “Good News,” that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners. 


The second part of his Declaration is, “I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for 
it is the power of God unto salvation.” He 
was writing to Roman Christians and Rome 
worshipped power, the power of law and of 
military might. Paul uses the word from which 
we get our word “dynamite.” The gospel has 
power to work even as dynamite works; even 
the power to “turn the world upside down.” 
Has the church forgotten this? and substituted 
something far less powerful? I fear it has in 
some quarters. When the gospel is preached 
in its purity and simplicity it still has the 
power to completely change men. 


This salvation is for “every one’; not simply 
for a few, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
Paul tried to reach his own people first, for 
his heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel 
was that they might be saved. The Jews for 
the most part turned their backs on Paul and 
the gospel and so he became the great apostle 
to the Gentiles. 


The power of the gospel rests in the fact 
that therein is revealed the righteousness of 
God, as it is written, the just shall live by faith. 


STUDIES IN THE HOLy SPIRIT 
| $2.50 postpaid 


By JAMES BENJAMIN GREEN 
Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 

Close adherence to the Scripture, clear, vig- 
orous statement of doctrine and plentiful 
illustrations from the author’s own experience 
and study mark Prof. Green’s comprehensive 
work on the Holy Spirit. | 
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Suggestions to Program Leader: 


YOUNG 


A 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 23 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Saying Is Easter Doimg 


Scripture—Matthew 25:31-46 
Hymns: | 
“IT would Be True’ 
“Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
(For each speaking part below, ask the 


; speaker to supply a specific situation of his 
_ own, illustrating the main point in his talk 


. an instance where a person strengthened 


the ties of friendship by being thoughtful, etc. 
\ The situation may be imaginary. If the illus- 
tration comes from real life, care should be 
taken to change names and places so that there 


/ will be no embarrassment to anyone present.) 
|. Program Leader’s Introduction: 


True friendship is much easier to talk about 
than it is to practice. It is far easier to make 
a list of qualifications for friendship, as we 
did last week, than it is to meet the qualifica- 
tions in our own lives. Our speakers will sug- 
gest some of the ways by which the qualities 
of friendship may be cultivated in our lives. 
It is very easy, when considering a program 
of this kind, to apply what we hear to others. 
Let us determine to take these suggestions to 
heart for ourselves and not for our neighbors. 


First Speaker: | 

Real friendship is not a thing into which 
we just drift. It may be that we have come 
into the sphere of another’s friendship without 
giving it any thought, but we ourselves do 
not prove to be worthy friends to someone 
else as a matter of mere “happenstance.” ‘The 
point we must appreciate is that friendship de- 
mands thoughtfulness. A person does not at- 
tain the qualities of friendship, which we dis- 
cussed last week, without doing some serious 
thinking. It takes serious thought to know 
how to be really helpful to a friend, and the 
person who does little thinking is not likely 
to offer much help. The same thing can be 
said with regard to encouraging our friends 
and sympathizing with them. We are not apt 
to do it very well unless we make it a matter 
of thought. We know that we ought to share 
our spiritual experiences with our friends and 
help them grow in knowledge and love of the 
Lord, but we fail to do it largely because we 
do not think about it very often. Some of us 
will surely have to confess to the Lord and to 
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ourselves that the main reason we spend so 
little time thinking about how to be good 
friends is that we spend so much time thinking 
about ourselves. The first barrier to being a 
real friend is selfishness. If our friends are 
as important to us as we say they are, our re- 
lationship to them is worth some thought. A 
small gift which is accompanied by much 
thoughtfulness and love means far more to us 
than a costly gift which is given impersonally. 
True friendship is always the product of care- 
ful thought. 

Second Speaker: 

A person may know all the musical theory 
there is to know, and he may give it a great 
deal of thought; but he cannot become a good 
pianist unless he practices playing the piano. 
Friendship is also an art which must be prac- 
ticed. It is good to understand the qualifica- 
tions of friendship, and it is essential to ap- 
proach friendship with thoughtfulness, but a 
man will never be a real friend unless he 
practices friendship. 

We may have noticed that some of our friends 
are always finding opportunities to prove their 


friendship to us. We wonder why they seem__ ___ 


to be so much more successful at this kind of 
thing than others. Is it not because they are 
alert for opportunities to put their friendship 
into practice? Is it not true that many oppor- 
tunities are created? The person who waits for 
opportunities to occur may have to wait for 
a long time. The person who is accomplished 
in the art of friendship has learned to develop 
opportunities. We may be sure that opportuni- 
ties to be friendly can always be found by those 
who are anxious to find them. The ability to 
be a friend grows in proportion to the effort 
we make to be friendly. Let us determine to 
pract.ce being friends. 
Third Speaker: 
We can be real friends only when our hearts 
are filled by the Spirit of Him Who is the 
friend of us all. This always calls for heart- 
searching on our part. We must examine our- 


selves honestly in the presence of Christ. We 


must confess the selfishness and the thought- 
lessness which we find and ask to be cleansed 
from it. We must ask for grace and love. We 
must seek wisdom to see and to develop oppor- 
tunities to be friendly. We must ask for courage 
to do the difficult things for the sake of right 
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Choose the Vacation Bible School 
course that’s ALL-BIBLE and all 
planned for you! With action- 
packed Bible stories, colorful work- 
books, purposeful handicraft and 
message-filled music—it’s the 1958 
VBS course by Scripture Press! 


7 Order from your local 
— Christian Bookstore or write... 


| 
SCRIPTURE PRESS 


1825 College Ave., Wheaton, Illinois 
Dept. S.P.S.-38 


[] Send FREE VBS catalog 
(] Send Introductory Packet (5 work- 
books, 5 manuals, promotional aids, 
catalog), $3.15 
Money refunded if not satisfied. 


Name 

Address 


and friendship. We must ask to be made more 


like Christ, and there must be the willingness 
on our part to be moulded in His likeness. 
In short, a true friend must be a person of 
prayer. When we analyze ourselves with regard 
to friendship, we recognize how much is wrong 
with us as we are and how much we are lack- 
ing that we cannot supply. The only power 
that can overcome our shortcomings is the 
power of God. It is available to those who go 
to Him through prayer in the name of His Son. 
The power for friendship is found through 
prayer. 

Program Leader: 


We can tell each other what is required for 


true friendship, as we did last week. We can 
even suggest ways of going about developing 
the qualities of friendship, as we have done 
in this program. What we cannot do is to put 
friendship into practice for another. The all- 
important action must be taken personally and 
individually. I can encourage others to be 
friendly, but the only person I can make into 
a real friend is myself. With regard to friend- 
ship, “Let us be doers of the word and not 
hearers only.” 
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BE EARLY 
Order your Sample Kit of Great Commission 
VBS materials TODAY. See these tried and 
proven materials NOW. Get the advantage of 
advanced planning and preparation, 


BE WISE 


Select Great Commission materials for your 
whole Vacation Bible School. Realize the bene- 
fits of a course with full Bible content and 
lesson integrated handwork. Provide your 
teachers with material you can trust for 
scriptural soundness, teaching technique, and 
pupil response. 


Make sure of satisfying results with Great 
Commission materials. Teachers and pupils 
respond to the challenge of purposeful study 
of God’s Word. Make a lasting impression on 
parents with the thorough instruction you give 
their children. | 


Complete Sample Kit $3.50 Postpaid 


GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS 


727 Schaff Bidg., Phila. 2, Pa. 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By Matthew Henry 
Now again available after being out of print. New bio- 
graphical edition. A monumental work that has been for 
nearly two centuries without an equal and is to Bible 
teachers and to preachers what Shakespeare is to secular 


literature. Complete, in every detail. Now in six-volume 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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WOMENS 


Bible Study for Circle Leaders on 
“The Church in 
the New Testament” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith. 


Professor of Bible at Belhaven College, 
Jackson, Missippi 


Lesson 4: A WITNESSING CHURCH 


THE LESSON IN OUTLINE 


Introduction — Importance of Witnessing 
I. The Church’s Duty — To Be a Witnessin 
Church | 


A. The Prophecy of the Sovereign Lord, | 


Lk. 24:36-49. 


B. The Command of the Sovereign King, 
Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:15; Acts 1:8. 


C. Implication for the Church __. Missions & 
Witnessing Imperative. 


II. ‘he Christian’s Duty — To Be A Witnessing 
Christian. 

_ A. Example of the New Testament Church, 
Acts 8:1-4. 


B. By What Power — The Power of God — 
Mt. 28:18; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4; 47; Acts 4:31; 


Rom. 1:16. 
C. By What Means — 
1. Prayer 
2. Word 
3. Lives 


D. What Message — The Truth — in par- 
ticular the Gospel, Mt. 28:20; I Cor. 
15:1-4; Acts 2:14-39; 3:11-26; 4:8-12; 
5:29-36. 


III. Conclusion — Paul as an example of a 
good and faithful witness. 


Introduction 


Next to the lesson defining the nature of the 
Church and that which dealt with the faith 
required of all who belong to the Church, 
this is the most important of our lessons. For, 
as we shall see, the Church has been given 
essentially one task on earth, namely, to be 
the “pillar and ground of the truth’, (I Tim. 
3:15). That is, the Church is to be a witness 
to the truth. If she fails to do this, then she 
loses any real purpose for existing. This being 


PAGE 18 


the case, it is important that we study with 
care the Scriptural teaching on this subject, 
and also that we examine ourselves, our local 
churches, and our denomination to see if we 
are faithful witnesses. 


I. The Church’s Duty — To Be a Witnessing 
Church. 


A. Prophecy of the Sovereign Lord — 
- LK. 


God established the Church first in the Gar- 
den of Eden, when He gave the promise to 
Adam and Eve after their fall of the coming 


- victory over sin. It was not until the time 


of Abraham that the Church was clearly estab- 
lished as distinct from the world, and yet even 
then the purpose of the blessing of Abraham 
was in order that there might be a blessing 
sent forth into all the world, ‘in thee shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed”, (Gen. 
12:3). From this we see that from the be 
ginning it was determined that the Church 
should be “the pillar and ground of the truth” 
before the nations of the world, to be a wit- 
ness of all men of God’s goodness. The prophets 
of the Old Testament frequently refer to the 
time when God’s Word would go out to all 
nations, and yet the disciples did not recognize 
the significance of this any more than they rec- 
ognized the teachings concerning the death and 


_resurrection. 


Thus it was that Jesus in His Resurrection 
ministry had to deal with them regarding these 
two items. It is interesting to see how He goes 
back to the Old Testament to enforce His 
teachings upon the disciples at this time. For 
example in Luke 24:46-48 He says, “Thus it is f 
written that Christ should suffer, and rise f 
again from the dead the third day, and that > 
repentance and remission of sins should be > 
preached in His name unto all the nations, be: J 
ginning from Jerusalem. Ye are witnesses of | 
these things.” In these words it is clear that § 
Jesus points to the Old Testament as having § 
prophesied not only His death and resurrection, — 
but also the fact of the witnessing of this by 
the Church to the world. This is not a com- 
mand or exhortation. It is rather a prophecy. 
It is the statement of a fact by the Sovereign F 
Lord Himself. He is the One who had caused_ 
it to be prophesied in the Old ‘Testament 
(I Peter 1:10-11), and He is the One who sov- § 
ereignly now reprophesies the fact that the — 
Church will be a witness to this Gospel, and — 
will proclaim it to the whole world. Just as F 
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surely as Jesus came and died and rose again, 
so also the Church is to be a witness to the 
world. It is great comfort to us to realize from 
such passages that the Lord is in control. We 
may fail to witness as we ought, and yet He 
shall have the gospel spread to the uttermost 
part of the earth. What a privilege it is for 
us to have a part in this great work which 
He has prophesied will be done by His Church! 
May we count it a privilege and be more faith- 
ful as His witnesses! 


B. The Command of the Sovereign King — 
Mt. 28:16-20; Mk. 16:15; Acts 1:8. 


Not only did Jesus prophesy the witness of 
the Church, but He also commissioned the 
Church to carry the Gospel forth to the utter- 
most part of the earth. We are all familiar 


with the Great Commission, but have we all | 


realized that this is the only commission 
that Christ gave His Church to perform. If the 
Church fails to carry out this task, then she 
fails to obey her Lord. She ceases to have a 
valid reason for existence. Notice that it is 


Christ as the Victorious King who gives this 


commission to His Church. He is the One 
who has been given all power and authority 
in Heaven and on earth. Who are we that we 
should dare to ignore or disobey His command? 


C. Implications for the Church — Missions 
and Witnessing are Imperative. 


The late Dr. Thomas Peck states succinctly 
the implications of the great commission thus: 
“The Christian church has always acknowl- 
edged, in theory at least, its duty to preach 
the gospel to the whole world. . . . The charter 
to which it refers as the origin of its existence, 


of its rights and its privileges, provides that 


it shall extend itself until its boundaries shall 
be commensurate with the boundaries of the 
world. Upon no other condition can it main- 
tain itself in the enjoyment of its rights and 
privileges . . . the church ._ .. must recognize 
it as her chief end, the end to which all minor 
ends must be held in the strictest subordina- 
tion, to glorify and enjoy Him forever; . . . 
This is the law of the Church’s being . . . the 
very condition of continuing to live is aggres- 
sion upon the outlying regions of darkness. . .” 


Our Church when it first started set this 


forth in its original establishment of the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Missions. She affirmed the — 


following regarding the Church: (1) The sole 
Headship of Christ over the Church; (2) The 
great end of the Church’s organization is to 
carry out the Great Commission, to be a wit- 


nessing Church; (3) Obedience to this Com- 


mission is the indispensable condition for hav- 
ing Christ’s promised presence with us; (4) 
Only this sense of mission, out of love for 
Christ, can arouse the Church to labor for 


| Her Lord as she ought. 
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When we compare the figures of 1925 with 
1958 we may well ask the question of whether 
our Church still has as clearly as she should 
the vision with which she started. In 1925 
our Church had 457,093 members and 527 mis- 
sionaries. We have doubled in membership, 
but have actually decreased in the total number 
of missionaries. Are we as a Church losing 
our perspective on missions? Can we even 
pretend to be the witnessing Church that we 
ought to be when we have such a record over 
the past 33 years? May God awaken us as a 
people, and as a Church to renew our labors 
in this the most important of all spheres! 


II. The Christian’s Duty — To Be a Witnessing 
Christian. 7 


A. Example of the New Testament Church— 
Acts 8:1-4. 


It is evident from the figures just quoted that 
we as a Church do not have the same vision 
of our fathers. Have we as individuals any 
responsibility regarding this? Yes, of course we . 
do! We must remember that the Church is 
composed of individuals, and that we as indi- 
viduals do share in a corporate responsibility for 
the actions of the Church. Both the duties and 
privileges of the Church are ours who belong 
to the Church. 


The New Testament Church certainly recog- 
nized that the individuals were responsible to 
be witnesses to the Gospel. In Acts 8:1-4 the 
account of the first scattering of the Church 
frem Jerusalem is recorded. It is explicitly 
stated there that the Apostles remained in 
Jerusalem, and that “those who were scattered 
abroad went about preaching the word”. In 
other words the average members of the Church 
recognized that it was their duty to be wit- 
nesses of the Gospel to the world. Not only did 
they acknowledge it to be their duty but they 
acted on that principle and became personal 
witnesses for Christ. Many of us recognize the 
truth, but are hearers only, and not doers of 
the Word as well. 


B. By What Power — the Power of God — 
Me. 28:18; Acts 1:8;- 2:14.47; 
Rom. 1:16. 

One of the most remarkable events in his- 
tory is the spread of the Christian Church in 
the first generation of Christians to all the 
then known parts of the earth. When it is 
realized that in just three centuries the throne . 
of the Roman empire had capitulated to the 
Church, without her having raised any other 
sword than that of the Word, it must be 
acknowledged as one of the most amazing con- 
quests of history. What was the power of the 


early Church? A reading of the above passages 


will indicate that it was the power of God 
Himself that carried the Church across the 
face of the earth in such a forceful way. In 
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Matthew Jesus states that He has all authority 
in Heaven and in earth, and that He will ac- 
company His Church, even unto the end of 
the world, as she faithfully carries out His 
commission. In Acts 1:8 He declares that He 
will give the Holy Spirit to the Church, and 
that with this gift will come the power of 
God that shall carry the Gospel from Jerusalem 
unto the uttermost part of the earth. As we 
read the account of the early life of the Church 
in Acts we cannot but be impressed with the 
fact that the Holy Spirit filled the Church on 
many occasions, and that this accounts for her 
power against all opposition. Finally as the 
Apostle Paul had himself experienced the power 
of God in his own conversion, he refers to the 
Gospel itself as being the power of God unto 
salvation. 


C. By What Means? — By Prayer, By the 
Word, By Christian Living. 


The question may be asked, “Do we still 
possess the same power that the early Church 
had?” The answer is that we may have it if we 
follow the example of the New ‘Testament 
Church. That Church was first of all a_ be- 
lieving Church. She trusted Her Lord and 
Saviour without hesitation or doubt. How dif- 
ferent from the Church today which all too 
often is filled with questions and doubts. The 
New Testament Church was a praying Church. 
Again, how little we pray! She was also a 
Church that was committed to the proclamation 
of God’s Word. It is most enlightening to 
study the early preaching in Acts, and the 
New Testament epistles and see how often it 
is that reference is made to the preaching of 
the Word. This was of course the Old Testa- 
ment. They looked to the Written Word as 
God’s Word, and they proclaimed this Word 
with authority and power, the Authority and 
Power of its Author, God. There was no tol- 
eration of a critical view towards the Scrip- 
tures in the New Testament. This may well 
indicate one of the weak places in the modern 
Church, where there are so many who question 
the infallibility of Scripture. 


Finally the New Testament believers wit- 
nessed not only by word of mouth but also 
by deed and action. Deeds of charity such as 
the selling of property to take care of the poor 
in Jerusalem, and the gifts from other churches 
indicate the genuineness of their Christianity. 
It has been said that the early Church con- 
quered the Roman empire without raising the 
sword because the Christians, out talked, out 
lived, and out died those around them. To 
a very large extent this is true. They went 
about preaching the Gospel. They lived lives 
that had been renewed by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and if need be they suffered and 
died for their Lord. 
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The Greek word for witness is the word 
“martyr”. It was because the New Testament 
Christians were such faithful witnesses to their 
Lord, even to dying, that this word has come 
to us as descriptive of one who suffers or dies 
for his faith, We have the same means of 
prayer, of the Word, of our lives to use in 
witnessing for our Lord. Would that more 
of us were as courageous as the early Christians, 
so that we too out talked, out lived, and out 
died those around us, for the glory of our 
Lord! 


D. What Message? — the Truth — in par- 
ticular the Gospel, Mt. 28:18-20; I Cor. 
15:3-4; Acts 2:14-39;. 3:11-26; 4:8-12: 
5: 29-32, 


We cannot conclude our study of the wit- 
nessing Church without observing what it is that 
we are to testify to the world. A study of the 
above listed passages will reveal that there 1s 
one common message in all New ‘Testament » 
preaching. It is that they preached Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified and risen again, and that 
through His death and resurrection the for- 
giveness of sins is offered to all who accept Him. 
In other words the New Testament Church 
lived up to the text of being the “pillar and 
eround of the truth.” The particular truth 
that she set forth is that of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. This and this alone was the message 
of the Church. How far we have strayed when 
we have reports of housing, military training, 
and other social matters taking up the time and 
energies of our Church, which so valiantly de- 
clared at her birth that there was but One 
King in Zion, and that we were never to mix 
anything else with His Gospel or His Word! 
May God call us back to that earlier, more 
Biblical, position! 


III. Conclusion 


As we have seen the Church as a witnessing 
Church, may God stir our hearts and minds 
to new resolve that we too may be faithful 
witnesses of the Gospel to all those who are 
around us. May we be given the courage of 
the Apostle Paul who was such a faithful wit- 
ness. Truly he sets for us the proper example, 
when he could say, “I shrank not from declar- 
ing unto you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 
20:27). The one and only hope for the world 
today is that the Church would _ recognize 
afresh her task of being the “pillar and ground 
of the truth,” and become a witnessing Church 
in the fullest sense. 
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NEWS 


BOARD OF WOMEN’S WORK 
ELECTS CHAIRMAN 


Atlanta, Ga. — (PN) — Mrs. Morrell DeReign, 
Caruthersville, Mo., has been elected Chairman of 
the Board of Women’s Work. In the annual win- 
ter meeting in Atlanta the board named Mrs. 
DeReign to succeed Mrs. A. R. Craig of Ruther- 
fordton, N. C. Mrs. Craig’s term as a member of 
the board expires with the meeting of the General 
Assembly in April. 


Named Vice-Chairman of the Board is Mrs. W. 
A. McCutchen of Birmingham, Alabama, who suc- 
ceeds Mrs. Walter N. Trulock, Jr., of Pine Bluff, 
Ark., as Vice-Chairman. 


Mrs. Paul K. Buckles of Newport News, Va., was 
elected Secretary of the Board. She succeeds Mrs. 
H. B. Whitaker of Petersburg, Tenn. : 


All three newly elected officers are to take 
office after the meeting of the General Assembly. 


Mrs. Jean B. Batchelor and 
Dr. John Garber Marry 


Decatur — (PN) — Mrs. Jean B. Batchelor of 
Decatur, and Dr. John Garber, Atlanta, were mar- 
ried Tuesday morning, February 18th, in the — 
of Decatur Presbyterian Church. 


Officiating ministers at the 11:00 a. m. cere- 
mony were the bride’s son-in-law, the Rev. R. Mur- 
phy Williams, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Wilson, N. C.; Dr. Garber’s son, Dr. Paul 
L. Garber, professor at Agnes Scott College; and 
Dr. J. Davison Philips, pastor of Decatur Presby- 
terian Church. 


The new Mrs. Garber is the widow of Dr. Alex 
R. Batchelor, Secretary of the Division of Negro 
Work of the Board of Church Extension, who 
died in 1955. 


Dr. Garber is pastor of Clifton Presbyterian 
Chureh in Atlanta. 


The bride has served as field representative of 
the Board of Women’s Work. Besides her daugh- 
ter in Wilson, N. C., she has another daughter, 
pee David Seel, wife of a medical missionary to 

orea. 


Death of Dr. Homer McMillan 


Atlanta — Dr. Homer McMillan, widely known 
Presbyterian Church leader, died February 8, at 
his home after a long illness. 


Funeral services were held at the North Avenue 
Presbyterian Church with the Rev. Vernon 
Broyles, Jr., the Rev. P. D. Miller and the Rev. 
Claude Pritchard officiating. Dr. McMillan was 84. 


A native of Cedarville, Ohio, Dr. McMillan was 


a graduate of Cedarville College, and New Bruns- 


wick, N. Jd., Theological Seminary. He was or- 
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dained to the ministry in 1900 by the Reformed 
Church in America. Dr. McMillan served pastorates 
in that denomination and in the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., before he came to the Presbyterian 


: Church, U.S. in 1904. He was pastor of Buford 


and Norcross Presbyterian Churches in Georgia 
and later served the denomination as secretary 
of the executive committee of home missions. 
When he retired in 1948, Dr. McMillan was made 
secretary emeritus of the executive committee 
which is now part of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion. 

Dr. McMillan was widely known in Presbyterian 
circles and was recognized nationally as a leader 
in the field of home missions administration. 


He is survived by his wife, the former Mary 
Kitchen of Ohio; two daughters, Mrs. Roy Jones 
and Mrs. Mack Tharpe of Atlanta; two sons, 
Richard H. McMillan and Hugh F. McMillan also 
of the city; and a brother, the Rev. Jason McMillan 
of Norfolk, Va. 


GEORGIA 


Decatur — (PN) — Marcus W. Buttrill, Jr., 
an elder in the Alexander Memorial Presbyterian 
Church here and superintendent of its Sunday 
School, was named Decatur’s “Young Man of the 
pS 1957”’ in February by the Decatur Lions 

ub. 


Mr. Buttrill, 29, is a leader in the civic affairs 
of the community as well as in his church. He 
is associated with his father in the M. W. Buttrill 
Contracting Company. | 


The Rev. J. Davison Philips, pastor of the Deca- 
tur Presbyterian Church and one of the three 
judges who selected Mr. Buttrill for the honor, 
presented him with a silver tray. Other judges 
were Mrs. Caroline Clarke, DeKalb County welfare 
director and Walter McCurdy, attorney. : 


Decatur’s “Young Man of the Year” is selected 
annually on the basis of character, leadership abil- 
ity and general attitude toward community affairs. 
He must be a resident of Decatur and not more 
than 35 years old. About 200 guests attended 
the banquet at which Mr. Buttrill was honored. 


NEW JERSEY 


Atlantic City, N. J., Feb. 5 — The Reverend 
Paul B. Freeland was elected as chairman of 
the Executive Committee of Church World Service, 
National Council of Churches, at tonight’s open- 
ing session of the annual meeting of the Church 
World Service Board of Managers being held in 
Atlantic City Feb. 5-7. 


The Church World Service Executive Committee 
is composed of overseas relief executives of 35 
major Protestant denominations which cooperate 
in overseas ministries through Church World Serv- 
ice and has responsibility for immediate program 
direction and policy decisions, under the overall 
review of the Board of Managers. 


Mr. Freeland, who is Secretary of Overseas Re- 
lief and Inter-Church Aid, Board of World Mis- 
sions, Presbyterian Church, U.S., with offices in 
Nashville, Tenn., succeeds Dr. Gaither P. Warfield, 
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executive director of the Methodist Committee for 
Overseas Relief, as chairman of the Executive 
Committee. 


Reelected as president of the Board of Man- 
agers at the session at Atlantic City this evening 
was Mr. Harper Sibley, who has served continu- 
ously in this post since 1946. Mr. Sibley, a layman 
of Rochester, N. Y., and a former president of 
the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, has, with Mrs. 
Sibley, devoted much of his life to outstanding 
humanitarian service. 


Mr. Freeland, a native of Crowley, La., is a 
graduate of Davidson College, Davidson, N. C., 
and Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. 
He has served pastorates in Louisiana and Okla- 
homa and has traveled extensively abroad, includ- 
— — graduate work at New College, Edinburgh, 

cotland. 


Mr. Freeland began his work with the Board 
of World Missions in 1950, and since that time 
has made survey tours in Europe, the Near East, 
Korea and Japan. During September and October 
of 1953, he visited the British Isles and Western 
Europe on a survey tour of church and refugee 
conditions. 


The last of these trips, which was made in 
1956, took him to eleven countries of Europe and 
the Near East, and included attendance at the 
Second Beirut Conference on the Arab refugee 
problem and the annual Inter-Church Consulta- 
tion of the World Council of Churches at Les 
Rasses, Switzerland. 


As Administrator of world relief affairs for 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S., Mr. Freeland has 
long served as a-‘member of the Board of Managers 
and the Executive Committee of Church World 
Service. He is a member of the Advisory Com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches, Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, and 
of the Department of International Affairs, Na- 
tional Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


Tuscaloosa (Alabama) Presbytery 


To give added emphasis and stimulus to the 
observance of the World Missions Season in Tusca- 
loosa Presbytery, the Executive Secretary ar- 
ranged seven area World Missions Work-Shops 
from February 2nd through February 9th within 
the bounds of the Presbytery. 


Our Board of World Missions gave full co- 
operation to the project supplying two Mission- 
aries for each Work-Shop. We were privileged 
to have the following Missionaries with us par- 
ticipating in the Work-shops at different times: 
Dr. Bruce A. Cumming of our Korean Mission; 
Mr. Frank Vandegrift, Industrial Missionary to 
the Congo; the Reverend J. Marshall Guthrie of 
East Brazil Mission, and the Reverend T. Heich- 
ardt Taylor of our West Brazil Mission. 


The program consisted of special addresses 
from the Missionaries giving ‘“‘A Review of our 
World Mission Situation” and the “Missionary 
Prospects in Japan and Brazil.’”’ Specific projects 
were listed that local churches could adopt. Dis- 
cussion groups and special addresses to both the 
youth and adults were interspersed with Mission- 
ary devotionals, special seasons of prayer and 
the showing of a beautiful Sound Color Film 
which had a challenging message for all - namely - 
“Decision in Thailand.” Strong challenging appeals 
to the youth for the commitment of their lives 
to full time Mission Service, as well as the appeal 
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for the dedication of material gifts and much 
prayer constituted the underlying objective of 
these area conferences. 


The following churches of our Presbytery 
served as Work-Shop Centers and Host Churches 
where the area conferences were held: The First 
Church, Tuscaloosa, the Aliceville Church, the 
Centreville Church, the Boligee Church, the Liv- 
ingston Church, the Linden Church, and the First 
Church, Selma. The conferences began at 5 p.m., 
and were concluded at 8:30 p.m. The host churches 
served delicious dinners to all attendants from 
the area churches. The fellowship at the dinner 
hour added much to the success of the Work-Shops, 
and the Pastors, officers of these churches, and 
the arduous labors of the women and the Mission- 
aries deserve special commendation. 


Florida 


The Miami Beach First Presbyterian Church 
was re-activated Sunday, February 9, by a com- 
mission of the Presbytery of the Everglades. About 
four years ago a large number of the membership 
of this church withdrew and organized the Inde- 
pendent Presbyterian Church. This left our church 
without a place of worship, without elders and a 
very small membership. 


But through the leadership of several on Miami 
Beach the work of re-constitution was begun with 
the result that the church is now in active opera- 


tion again with the Dev. Daniel Iverson, former 


pastor of Shenandoah, serving as minister. Two 
elders were elected, ordained and installed: Mr. 
Parks Rusk, publisher of the Miami Beach Sun 
and Mr. Leon McAskill, Public Relations expert 
and now serving his second year as President 
of the Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce. The 
commission included Dr. J. Wayte Fulton, Jr., 
Chairman, Dr. B. M. Larson, Dr. J. C. Pelgrim, | — 
Elders Garland M. McNutt, Morgan S. McCormick, | — 
Oliver S. O’Bryan and Murdock Campbell. This 
church is being reconstituted with the idea of 
serving the visitors to Miami Beach irrespective of 
denomination, but especially our Presbyterians. 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 


On Sunday, February 2, a Commission of Cen- 
tral Mississippi Presbytery completed the organi- 
zation of the North Park Presbyterian Church 
with a charter membership of 61, five of whom 
were received on profession of faith. The organi- 
zational commission was made up of the following: 
Ministers: Dwyn M. Mounger, Chairman, John 


Reed Miller, J. Moody McDill and J. Merrell Har- 


per; Ruling Elders: Robert McCallum, Sidney 
Robinson, Jr., and Hal Dale. 


The Church is meeting at present and carrying 
on its program in the Masonic building on North- 
view Drive but plans are underway to secure a 
lot and erect the first unit of a building. 


This is the fourth new Presbyterian Church to 
be organized in Jackson and the fifth in the 
Presbytery in less than three years. 


The new officers of the church are: 


Elders: John Goodrich, John Blackwell, Dr. 
Bob Moss and John McDowell. 


Deacons: Roy Lawrence, Sam Parrish, Joe 
Brown, Freeman Evans, Dr. Jim Hatten, Bob 
Stringer. 
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Death of Dr. John W. Young 


The Rev. John William Young, D.D., member 
of the Presbytery of Central Mississippi since 1916, 
died in Jackson, Miss., on February 5, 1958, four 
days after a heart attack. Funeral services were 
conducted in Jackson on February 7th, with inter- 
ment at Grenada, Miss., the community of his 


birth. 


Dr. Young is survived by his wife, Mrs. Ann 
Graham Young, of Jackson; a son, J. W. Young, 
Jr., of Greenville, Miss.; a daughter, Mrs. George 
McCullough of Verna, Miss.; and five sisters: Miss 
Jane Young, Mrs. S. S. Roane, Mrs. Willye Y. 
West, Mrs. Ben C. West, all of Grenada, and Mrs. 
S. L. Rieves, of Weatherford, Texas. 


Dr. Young graduated from the University of : 


Mississippi in 19138, and from Union Seminary 
in Virginia in 1916, and also studied at White’s 
Bible School in New York. He was licensed in 
June 1916 and ordained in July 1916, by the 
Presbytery of Central Mississippi, and served his 
entire ministerial life in this Presbytery. He served 
the Itta Bena group from 1916 to 1918, then at 
Greenville until 1938, then for eleven years was 
field representative of Belhaven College, and then 
served the Morgan City church for eight years. 
He closed this last pastorate December 3lst, and 
moved to Jackson to do further work for Bel- 
haven. He received the D.D. degree from South- 
western of Memphis in 1941. He was a charter 
member of the Kiwanis Club in Greenville, and 
was a Mason. 


Four times a Commissioner to the General As- 
sembly, Dr. Young had also served as Moderator 
of the Presbytery and Moderator of the Synod 
of Mississippi. He was greatly beloved, serving 
his Lord with humility and devotion and effective- 
ness. At the time of his passing he was Treasurer 
of the Extension Committee of Presbytery. 


North Carolina 


Davidson, N. C., Feb. 19 — Davidson College 
faculty members will receive a substantial pay 
increase under a new salary scale approved today 
by the Board of Trustees of Davidson and an- 
nounced by Acting President C. J. Pietenpol. 


The increase, in annual compensation and bene- 


fits, which will affect members of the faculty, 


administration and staff will total $87,000. 


Not only will the salaries be boosted by $39,000, 
but various additional benefits will also be sup- 
plemented. A revised insurance program for em- 
ployees of the college will require an additional 


$4,500, and $9,500 will go into an additional sup- 


plementary retirement fund for non-academic em- 
ployees of the college. 


_The $87,000 addition to the college budget to 
finance the program will be made possible by 
an increase in tuition fees from $600 to $700 
which was also approved by the Trustees at their 


semi-annual meeting today. This increase will not | 


affect students with limited finances now in resi- 
dence at the college since $24,000 annually will 
be added to the student grant-in-aid program, to 
provide more than $150,000 for this purpose each 
year. 


Change in salary ranges for the various faculty 
ranks will be as follows: 

| Previous Range 
Professors $5500-$8000 
Associate Professors $4500-$6500 
Assistant Professors $3500-$5500 
Instructors $3000-$4500 


New Range 
$6250-$8250 
$6000-$7200 
$4750-$6000 
$4500-$5200 
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Davidson College 


Davidson — Three new additions have been 
made to the Davidson College faculty. Joining the 
teaching staff are Dr. Thomas F. Clark, Instructor 
in the Bible department; Joel O. Conarroe, In- 
structor of English; and Judge William R. Pope in 
Business Administration. 


Dr. Clark is a native of Elizabethtown, N. C. 
He graduated from Davidson College in 1949 and 
then served for a period as a youth director in 


- Burlington. He then went to Union Theological 


Seminary, Richmond, Va., and after graduating was 
assistant pastor in Bluefield, W. Va. He recently 
received his Ph.D. degree in New Testament at 
the University of Aberdeen in Scotland and made 
a trip around the world before returning to his 


home. 


Mr. Conarroe is a native of Bradenton, Florida. 
During his stay at Davidson as a student he com- 
piled a brilliant academic record and took part 
in numerous campus activities. He was president 
of Theta Pi social fraternity and president of the 
senior class of 1956. He is a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa and Omicron Delta Kappa. Upon gradua- 
tion from Davidson he was awarded a Woodrow 
Wilson Scholarship and a Danforth Foundation 
Fellowship for graduate study. He has received 


an M.A. degree from Cornell University and has 


begun work on a Ph.D. degree there in the field 


of prose fiction. 


A Visiting Professor conducting a new course in 
the Davidson curriculum is Judge Pope of Moores- 
ville, N. C. A past president of the Iredell County 
Bar Association, he is teaching Commercial Law. 


Davidson, N. C., Feb. 15 — A scholarship pro- 
gram which will bring as many as sixteen foreign 
students to Davidson College each year for four 
years, has been made possible by grants from the 
Richardson Foundation, Inc., and the Mary Lynn 


Richardson Fund, both of Greensboro. 


In addition to tuition, fees, room, laundry, and 
books, the Richardson Foreign Scholars will re- 
ceive a grant of $200 for travel in the United 
States during the summer following their year 
at Davidson. The students will receive their board 
through arrangements with Davidson College fra- 
ternities and other student groups. 


Included in the program are eight tuition grants 
totaling $4,000 per year to Davidson College to 
help cover the difference in the tuition paid by 
students and the actual cost of their education. 


Selection of the students to receive the scholar- 
ships will be made on a competitive basis with 
the cooperation of selection committees in each 
of the foreign countries and the Institute of In- 
ternational Education in New York. Final selec- 
tion of the winners will be made by the College 
on the basis of the recommendations of the selec- 
tion committees. | 


Vick Chemical Company, operating in many of 
the countries from which the Richardson Foreign 
Scholars are expected to come, has offered the 
cooperation of its foreign representatives in fur- 


thering the program. 


Richardson Scholarships will be awarded to stu- 
dents from all over the world, with a larger pro- 
portion coming from Europe, Latin America, the 
Near East and the Far East. Applications will 


come from graduates of Gymnasiums, the higher 


secondary schools, and in some instances from 
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